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Entertaining Reminiscences
Regarding the Gradual
Growth of the Pile Row
Over the Popes Stone
Story of a Daring Climb Up-
a Rotten Rope The Cat
Yarn Vouched for Mon
ument Really Sways Out of
Plumb Under the Suns In-

fluence
has been written and paMbbecl Washington

always an object of wonder mute admiration
visitor arid tourist Verse has been indited to it and

kadak Send has spared it not But now for the first
time is told in his own words by the aged man who set every stone m
the newer portion of the shaft the romance of its building

Thomas S Purcell now his eightyfirst year and a resident of
this city is the man who finished the Washington Monument He is
pr bably one of the most experienced stoneserters that this country ewf
has known He still takes an active interest in masonry of aH kiwis
roil keeps informed of the progress of the great works of the day He
came originally to this city from Limerick Ireland in 1853 five years
after the cornerstone of the Washington Monument was laid to
as a stonesetter on the extension of the Capitol After that work was
completed he set the stone in the Patent Oftice building and in the i

original Postoffice Department building locidentaUy he did the stone
setting ofmost of the pedestals of the equestrian and other statues in
this city The last work that he did with hi hands was the

of the stones of the new Naval Obsmjropirjr Here is his OWtl
story of the Monument-
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ewer pat
1 tell yon

the romance of the
Washington Menu
merit tMtff

lour story and win
take some time

set every on It from the
seconl Iteginning of the work when
tho shaft w s 156 feet high
the aluminum top was placed It In

which complete the job
I want say at the start and in

doing so win use the wrirds of CoL
Thomas Lincoln

u
Casey afterward

brigadier general of the corps of en
citi prs of the army who was In
charge of the work that the Washing
ton Monument Is the grandest column
e r erected to any age of the world

Of course as most everybody
HIIOWK It is the highest stone structure
In existence the Eiffel and other fam-
ous towers In Europo being but Won
vorK frames though the Eiffel Tower

1 nearly double the height of the
Washington Monument

The original idea of the Washington
Mnnent began to work out the day

the remains of General WasnragT-
rfn were placed In the tomb at Mt-
V rnon December tt tlS It came to-

ihe resolution of Henry Leo who
r lino the phrase which will live for
ev r that Washington was tIt In
war first in prate and flrst in the

r r his countrymen which asked
Washington consent that the

remains should be taken from lit
and deposited under ih Mmi-

unriu Mrs Washington we the
Tircrpsry consent bet aft r her death
the members of the family objected

Print SubeeriftiM Ma
I know the Monument the dy

The rornsrstone was laid in
though I never saw It until ftve
afterward when 1 carne here to
nome stone setting on the Capitol I
have lived here ever since and bate
been in touch with It alt the time
When the plan was put
operation the member of the M Bu-
nion t Association supposed
could be built by private subscrip-
tion and though they work bard
and j they succeeded in
grttlnc only about subscribed
Th subscriptions were limited toHr-
acli as a title but there wer a few
that are larger

Th v rk ran along very well wi-
tU l tf when political troubles ended
It through the excitement was
en i in i iy the destruction of what was
JJTUD us the Popes stem The Men-

u Association requested an
t nal Hiy mad foreign governments
t a l K e for toe

tie request wits vej gxsneraftr-
r Tbesf stones hundreds
in are MOW to be r n on the

f the obettsfc Th r came from
M M organisation

In the curie of things a
FI m ante from the Papal Jjovern-

r irnme I remember USe stare
v well and hav a piece of tt sew
it uas f arfegttad oWMe asjd abbot
is iire s an ordiaary trunk The
stone rcnu lined there for nearly a year
amt no Of thought there was mash
harm in It

Harm n rA harm It Wit a 4ftIt hurl treat It ajrttwtrtitrxl r M h orgBntsv
tlon known nftvrAt
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concefWM that It was Oiiipif xw
thing to the Monument J d
some of its members secrecy arrangeit
a plan for its destruction

In the spring of MBi a party of
went er to

Monument and took pow ion of the
More There were plenty of stonra
thorn from foreign government pat
rh thought of navirg a stone from thePope of Rome was too mush for
Had it come fr m the Italian govern
m nt and simple U would
escaped detrjuctlon but comma from
the Papal It was teo
Probably had the Cathol rs f this dty
raid on the stone they would haveprotected it at any emtt they pro
tested their churches rol
letres and seminaries from simitarraids

The first they knew about it
and found that stone had
been destroyed It appeared that
raiders seised and tied the watchman
and finding that the stone toelarge and heavy for them to lift they

Mid then took the larr ptece andthrew them Wto the Potomac at some

a
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eWd ih pieces the
uwrnlns nw did muav otlwre

The affair raised as much
sensation at that title in a local way
as did firing on jcprt Sumter
yearn after or the destrvctlon of the
Maine in more recent yenta fur U

thought there would be a reli
tear started by it Happily how

ever that was averted
The teat

thcvlime with like tills
ape of Bern he sent m Mono

Tw tke atxvrJinx
the KnowVcrfhui they the

tr w ft to UM other of Jonten
course in a few tin

But end of the Monument svemetl-
to be In steM

Things seta alone in that shape onUI-
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V U oigress having fMralafccd
money the next thins to
metice the work It was o defi-
nitely ascertained that the foundation
of the Monument was hardly suffi-
cient for the enormous weight of the
structure and plans were prepared
for strengthening It But this was notas much of a Job HS It looked to be I
IkKl that it Is very generally believed
now that the entire foundation of the
Monument was taken out and an otttlrely new one put in This is anerror There was an addition eightfeet In width on the north andsouth which save the new Peen

cern
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Ution an area lad a halt timesgreater than acortgimUly AtattnA-
Tt took nearly a to accomplish

that part of the work The nw ad
ditloita were put thirteen and a nfllf

deeper than the original founda-
tions so that practically the Monu-
ment will never set out of plumb again
need will last for ages Nothing can
throw it down but an earthquake and
ft will take a severe one to do It
then

we wet along with the work
plummets wer hung with steel wires
fim the top at each of thu corners
Twes retted In tanks of molasses
uM tests were made frequently

day There was a theory that
what was known as the Babcock lake
which was 150 yard northwest of the
Monument in some way hd weakened
the foundation and though I never
t ok much stock in the theory the
laJo Qnaliy filled up

It was probably the safest thing
to do but there was no actual neces-
sity it

There was a surd corner atone
laid marking the renewal of the work
un August 7 1SS The ceremony was

feet
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isderably Irsa formal that at
itie laying of the first one but n was
formal enough This serener stone waa
the ftrst one I set and is in tile north

corner of the wall V put the
usual lot of coins and memento

it

Sotting Stone
Hut perhaps I am ahead of my

story AVe did a great deal of work
before we began to set the stone
Ftrat we had to get the marble and
have It cut The upper portion of tbe
Monument as can be readily seen t
of different marble from the lower
The first is what Is called an alum
marble The stone in the upper part
Is a marble quarried at Cockeysvftte
Md It Is flee same as that from which
the monolithic columns at the Capitol
were cut and Is equally as good as
tnat in the lower part It also takesa htfhor palish

All the stone was cut n the Mon-
ument grounds The courses are aH
two foot high each stone with a batter or onolmlr Inch that le each
stone is onehalf inch smaller on the
top than is the stone under It It isthis gradual falling away that makes
the work smaller at the top than be
low

After we grot our amble will in
hand and a sufllcJent quantity of it

deist e

t

the

alit
ham

an-
tler

s

¬

>

¬

c
s
z

C

ready to sei i uxi thing toget to the top uf the York Th
were all kinds of plans proposed to
net to tile top of the structure wMrh
had been left for sa many years heirtytiree In fact In an unprotected cm-
ditkHi carrying a rougn board
which had rotted completely
away and what wts left of it likely
to blow off in nay kind of a storm
One of the was to shoot a
peon ball with a icpe attached
the monument and thus b1iah eom
mwnleatton with the top

r find that it is very be
Heved that we fW the work thatway and I have seen m thetwenty year a full deeeripctoa of xvr
It done with the aH of a eatu m
unit But tiers is nothing but ima i-

natlon in the though read v rry
welLrhe truth that the top w ui
reached in a very different and much
less sensational W found hang
leg on the inside of the Monument a
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larg rot wNr had hung there since
the work had beoi deserted in 195C
This rope way originally in block

tbe block rusted and wocld
not work An old frfenJ of mine
Michael Jrowlev

rope aoA sattefted Mmstff that b
seine climb It band over hand to ibetop Alter convincing y-

us We prayed for him and bis
sitcoms which woe all that we ccuM
do and oar bis undaunted
oura e and nkll did the rest
He took up with him a ban of twine

and on arriving on top let it down
To that we tied a somewhat heavier
cord and with that he palled up

the necessary fixings to make it fast
Thin afternoon be stare down in all
tile of a triumphant king in a
riggers chair lowing himself

The rigging being established once

bad

a who
week at the Navy examined he

In of the work tathe could do so be on his

pavers and

rope TIIea Ie pulled up a block

a-

but

rfFgrr was
Yard

peel Carr
wide wets charge

started pcr i
task

glory

st

1

a
and

It mad sUwee and e roa ot
mm ir r totm lire te hwe to
A3 top I befog ono of the first to go-

p the setttex of stone on the
Sob was placed entirety in my charge
The steps OB the inside and the freight
atevator followed as rapidly s we
ould hued them After we got

a ssarvekma task tmu Crowley had
performed I know of nothing similar
to The rope tbat be climbed had

I si there for over
centao tough It

was about
no noVjbnolf inch to tiickii fss

we afterward MW tftat H thor
wughiy rotten for when i eat It loose

iMwaW milted 1 not
was a piece it five

utter u reached the ground

tile uncover conditioR
aad so affected Ue v9rr-

VtoUoi to the M that
scenes i part iespelled or ini p iit oat ai joint

This rod appearance is r sd
Mftbelead or-
ally called In tile new
of lead was done away though
there were pieces of lead way tui-
ntaes square and a quarter of an act
thirk placed under each of the corutrt-
rf the outside stones beft re ti
bed jf cement was laid fur theta

is nu hng wr ctkippuiw t-

in J M tUs tote upper pan 01 ili-

w rk anti luuWbly will Mot be

Vouches f r Cut SlHpv
Jum iuii
Yes ii

is true in every particular tine
about Cw feet

Urn the tree on going op on the work
saw the eat it had been seen there
Were ev ently went up by the

be dune
it for oft it Jumped into the air

Same of the men say It turned uv er
two or three times while in the air
out sorely it is that the cat landed on

Set rated ran off as if it were nu

stopping It was the rec
cA for cat jalap

The cat ran towards the nub ponds
when a terrier belonging to Mr Shea
the watchman ran after it and killed u-

I nip toM the skeleton of the cai
Is w the Army Medical Museum
thoMSh i bare never investigated

Certain It is buwever that
the Jump terrible as u

apparently

has been no end ofeonun
lion among baseball fans as well as
others as to whether it Is possible fur
a ball player or anyone else on time

ground to catch a ball thrown from
the top of the Monument My o

is that it cannot b done i hate
seen tbe Agures time and again
but lite jormuto has escapee my I M

Tie books tell exactly bow mucii a
ball iouW weigh its velocity and ih
force it would exert if thrown trout a

toot height I think they all agar
tout by the time tt landed in the
catchers bands it would to use a

phrase be bot stuff if not de-
cidedly red hot Still others eon an
swer that question I do not know or
its ever having been tried

the theory that the Monument leans
to tbe east to get a kiss from the ris-
ing sun every morning and then after
in day baa passed leans over to th
west U say a sweet goodnight to the
jinking sun There Is no doubt In the
world that contraction and expansion
play a part on all high structures
marble or Iron but I think the
Monument leans over so much an

now
It to so heavy that by the time

tbe sun to petting in its early morning
work the hey is half passed and ho
fore It can perpendicular t

ready for the goodnight kiss the
root of tile snnllt day has gone

Sun Sways the Shaft
Stab there was a record kept ever

careful acieattnc too and it show
efi tmu the Monument the n
fttaence of the sun sways out of plum
but only for a fraction of an inch not

think or hAY
told I think the Goddess of

Liberty on top of the Capitol won
ders around in the kissing business
more than the aluminum capstone nn
the monument for the reason that the
fair and portly Ooddem stands on n
foundation of Iron which rests on n

made Vntireh of iron StHJ t1

Mntmtoent heavy as It H-

One of the toast remarkable thinp-
dnrmx tote whole work barring th
eat mcident was the fact that no acoi
dent or serious mishap occurred Kn
one was Injured m any way and after

at
great height then s emed as confident

on the growKd
There was rope net hwnpr n the

outside of rh tour waits Which guar-
anteed snotty of aH hands

The cerAmooio in conoectfon with
the dedteailoc wMeh occored on Satur
day February S were partlcola-
ry intcisatf 1 It was desired that
they shsmV ee on Washing

Btrfifefey TtTSJury 22 but the
day faJImjc a L y were anti

Xohen c M rv f Maesachu-
s tts who was the orator at the laying
f the fooodatfoo in U when he was

Speaker of the Ho t of Representa-
tives though very advanced In years
was appropriately selected as the ora
tor at tin dedication and though
had prepared his oration a masterly
effort be unable to be present It

therefore read by Governor Long
of Mssnarhoneus who then a
member of the House of Representa-
tives

February 10 1907
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